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 History Overview
	
	
	
	

	Year 1
	Hospitals and Healthcare
Similarity & Difference 
What are the similarities and differences between Mary Secole and Florence NIghtingale?
Civilisation
KSH
	Communication 
Change & Continuity 
How has technology changed our lives over the last 60 years?
Trade 
G
	Mary Anning 
Historical Significance
What did Mary Anning do for us?
Exploration and discovery
KSH

	Year 2
	Kings and Queens and castles 
Change & Continuity
                           Why did we build castles ? 
Monarchy

	Great Fire of London
HIstorical Significance
Why do we call the Fire of London ‘great’?
Civilization
KSH
	Famous Explorers 
Historical Significance
Why did we go to the moon? 
Exploration/Fight
KSH

	Year 3
	WW 2 
How did the war impact the life of a child ? 
Change & Continuity
Civilasiation 
KSH

	Stone Age to Iron Age
Similarity and Difference 
How was life in a prehistoric settlement different from life today? 
Invasion & Settlement
KSH
	Romans in Britain
Causation
How did the Romans keep control of Britain?  
Monarchy/Empire
KSH

	Year 4
	Ancient Egypt 
Causation
Why were Pharaohs so powerful?
Monarchy
G

	Anglo Saxons
Similarity & Difference 
What can we learn about Anglo Saxons from what we see today? 
Trade
KSH
	Viking Invasion
Causation 
Why do the Vikings have a violent reputation and do they deserve it?
Exploration & Invasion
KSH

	Year 5
	Mayan Civilisation 

Similarity and Differences 
What similarities and differences  are there between the Mayan Civilization and Enlgand from 8th -10 th centuries?
Trade /Monarchy/ civilisation
G
	Local History Study - 
Causation
What impact did the development of the air base  have on our local area?
Trade
Bespoke
	Ancient Greece
Historical Significance
How did the Ancient Greeks change the way we think today?
Civilization 
KSH

	Year 6
	Crime & Punishment in Britain since 1066
Change and continuity
How have people's rights changed over time? 
Civilisation
KSH

	Elizabethan Explorers
What were the key reasons for the golden age of exploration? 
Exploration and Monarchy
bespoke

	Early Islamic Civilisation
Similarity and Difference
How was life in Early Islamic civilisation times different to life  today?
Civilization
KSH






	KS 1 Cycle A

	Autumn  Why did we build castles ? 
	Spring  Why do we call the Fire of London ‘great’?
	Summer  Why did we go to the moon? 

	Children will be introduced to some of the most famous and significant kings and queens of England, from King William I in 1066 to King Charles III in the present day. The children must consider how we learn about the past and how it is similar to a detective. They will then think about castles and why they were built. Children will identify some of the features of a castle and what they are used for. We look at each significant king or queen in turn, going back in time chronologically. Children will learn a little about their lives and which palaces and castles were significant to them. The children will compare monarchs of different times that lived in the same castle and have the opportunity to point out differences between the monarchs of the past. 
	Children will be taken back into a different world,learning the contrasts between then and now. Children will gain experience of using accessible forms of historical evidence to reconstruct the past, as well as being probably the best topic there is for developing pupils’ understanding of cause and consequence. Although the death toll was incredibly low, thousands lost their homes and valued possessions and had to live for years in primitive temporary tented communities while their houses were re-built. The opening session is heavily investigative and sets the tone for pupils working at history detectives throughout. Two new enquiries, which form key questions 4 and 5, look at the human impact of the event, an aspect often ignored.
	The history curriculum at KS1 asks schools to provide a little more coherence in their choice of famous people to study,suggesting that they might be linked by theme. Here we have a possible theme of flight which links earlier work on the Wright brothers and Amy Johnson to the Moon Landing, a link demonstrated by Neil Armstrong taking to the moon a small fragment of wood from the Flyer. We begin to think about why people have wanted to explore throughout history. 



	Cycle B

	Autumn What are the similarities and differences between Mary Secole and Florence NIghtingale?
	Spring How has technology changed our lives over the last 60 years?
	Summer What did Mary Anning do for us?

	In this unit, children will embark on an exciting journey through time to explore the lives and contributions of two remarkable women: Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole. Through engaging activities and discussions, children will discover how these pioneering figures made significant impacts on healthcare and nursing during the 19th century.
	Children will develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.
	Children  have lots of opportunities for hands-on activities, working with fossils, as well as consideration of historical evidence and coming up with compelling reasons why we still remember this young girl’s achievements 200 years later. Recent press coverage of attempts by children to honour her relatively neglected memory gives pupils a connection between past and present and the opportunity to express their admiration in the devising ways to commemorate her remarkable life.





	KS 1 Cycle A - Key questions in each unit 

	Autumn Why did we build castles? 
	Spring Why do we call the fire of London ‘great’?
	Summer Why did we go to the moon? 

	How can we find out about the past? 
Why did monarchs build castles?
Who were the kings and queens of the past? 
Who was Queen Victoria and where did she live? 
Who was the first Queen Elizabeth? 
Why do we remember King William I?
Where did kings and queens live through time? 

	How can we work out why the Great Fire started?
What actually happened during the Great Fire and how can we know for sure 350 years later? 
Why did the Great Fire burn down so many buildings?
Could more have been done to stop the Fire?
How did people manage to live through the Great Fire? 
How shall we rebuild London?
	Has man ever been to the moon and how can we know for sure? 
Why did the astronauts risk their lives to go to the Moon?
How were the spacemen able to get there and back safely?
What did they do when they got to the Moon and how do we know? 
Does everyone agree that we should continue to send men to the moon? 
How should we commemorate this great achievement?

	attack, Battle of Hastings, B, before, change, continuity, coronation, defend king, monarch, monument, moat, now, past, present,
present day, protect, queen, reign, regal, significant, sceptre, similar, 
	cathedral , diary, evidence,  plaque, thatch, monarch
	Astronaut, Command module, Gravity, Lunar,
Module, orbit, satellite, exploration




	KS 1 Cycle B - Key Questions in each unit

	What are the similarities and differences between Mary Secole and Florence NIghtingale?
	How has technology changed our lives over the last 60 years?
	What did Mary Anning do for us?

	
Why is Florence Nightingale remembered today and what did she do in her life? 
Why do you think Florence took the brave steps to go to the Crimea and who influenced her?
What did Florence do to help the soldiers and did everyone have the same opinion of her? 
What were the most important achievements of Florence’s life?
Why have we learnt so much about Florence and so little about Mary Seacole? 
How should we remember Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole? 
	
 How can we find out about the past?
How has technology changed how we write?
How has technology changed how we talk?
How has technology changed the way we are entertained? 
Who are the important inventors in the history of technology? 
How has technology changed our lives over the last 60 years?
	
Why do we remember Mary Anning?
What did Mary do in her life that was so special?
What sort of person was Mary that helped her succeed in a man’s world?
Which other people were important in Mary’s life and why?
How do we know about Mary’s actions from so long ago?
How should MAry Anning be remembered? 

	Crimea, Hygiene, hygienic- unhygienic, Infection 
Injured, Medicine Sanitation ,Soldier, Ward 
Wound 
	after, before, different, evidence, modern, new, now, old, past, present, same, technology, then,
today, timeline.
	century, coast, dinosaur discovery, extinct, fossil, paleontology, prehistoric, skeleton, scientist, 



	
	KS 1 Cycle A - Key knowledge & skills

	
	Autumn Why did we build castles? 
	Spring Why do we call the fire of London ‘great’?
	Summer Why did we go to the moon? 

	K
	Between William I and the present-day King Charles III, there have been 41 other Kings and Queens of England.
 Buckingham Palace,  Windsor Castle  Balmoral Castle in Scotland were significant during Elizabeth II’s reign. 
Kings and queens live in castles and palaces. They were:
built for important people, their families and servants
 built to protect important people from attack
often built high up on a hill so that any attackers could be seen
often very big to show how much money the important person had
 designed to launch weapons to attack the enemy
William I (William the Conqueror came to the throne after winning the Battle of Hastings) 
	To know the dates of the great fire were 2nd-6th Sept 1666.
To know that Samuel Pepyes kept a diary of the events which is used today to tell us about the fire. 
To understand how a small event, with a careless baker in a short narrow lane, can lead to a major rebuilding of vast areas of the capital.
To explain that there were a variety of reasons
for the fire and suggest the most important ones.
To describe the desperate measures taken to
control the fire and can explain how Londoners felt at the time.
Explain how the appearance of London changed
after the Fire both the houses and the street layout and that the fire led to better fire service. 
	The Moon landing happened in 1969 after years
of the space race between America and Russia
This was a really exciting event less than 70
years after the Wright brothers first flight. Pieces of fabric and wood from the first airplane, the
Wright’ Flyer travelled to the moon in a lunar
module
The Moon Landing changed the world for ever.
It showed how clever people were who could
land men on the moon and made people very
excited about what else could be achieved.
 Armstrong Aldrin and Collins were incredibly
brave. Would Eagle lift off the moon? Would it join up with Columbia? It was all incredibly
complicated and an amazing achievement.
Nobody has returned to the moon since 1969


	Skills
	
	
	




	
	KS 1 Cycle B - Key knowledge & skills

	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer 

	K
	Florence is a famous nurse remembered for her work helping soldiers get better in the Crimean war. She became known as the Lady of the Lamp.
She got rid of the dirt, cleaned the sheets and made everyone wash their hands. She was very well organised and knew how to get things
done
After the war Florence really improved hospitals at home.
Florence’s  work training nurses was really important. Nurses have to obey her
rules on how to be a good nurse, even today.
Florence is remembered today and medals with her name on are given to nurses, even though she died over 100 years ago
Mary wasn’t allowed to become a nurse in the Crimean war because of the colour of her skin. 
She raised her own money to travel to Crimea and set up a hospital called the ‘British Hospital’. Here, she cared for those who’d been wounded as they fought.
	
	Mary Anning was a famous English fossil hunter.  She was born in 1799 and lived in Lyme Regis by the coast near the English Channel. This coast is called the Jurassic coast.  .  
Dinosaurs are now extinct. When they became extinct their remains were left behind as fossils.  Mary’s father taught her how to get the fossils out of the rock by using a hammer and chisel. Mary would then sell the fossils to help support her family.  
 Around 1810-1811, Mary made an amazing discovery. She had found a giant fossil that no one had ever seen before. It as the skull of a giant creature that looked like a crocodile. She had found the first complete fossil of an Ichthyosaurus.  Mary Anning is often referred to as one of the first paleontologists.  Her work and discoveries can now be seen in the Natural History Museum in London. 

	Skills
	
	
	

















	LKS2  Cycle A

	Autumn Why were Pharaohs so powerful?
	Spring What can we learn about Anglo Saxons from what we see today? 
	Summer Why do the Vikings have a violent reputation and do they deserve it?

	In this unit, children learn about how early civilisation started within Egypt. They shall discover howthe upper and lower kingdoms joined together to create the Ancient Egypt of the Old Kingdom. The
children will compare the Egyptian time period to Neolithic in Britain, to find out what was
happening at the same time and how these two civilisations compared. The children will then
discover all about the Egyptian gods, what Ancient Egyptians believed about the afterlife, how the
pyramids were built and who the greatest pharaoh was in all of Egypt’s history.
	
	

	Cycle B

	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	
	
	.





	LKS2  Cycle A - Key questions in each unit 

	Autumn Why were Pharaohs so powerful?
	Spring What can we learn about Anglo Saxons from what we see today? 
	Summer Why do the Vikings have a violent reputation and do they deserve it?

	What is the chronology of Ancient Egypt?
What was life like in early Egypt?
Who were the Egyptian gods?
What did the Ancient Egyptians believe about the
afterlife?
How were the pyramids built?
What were the successes of the New Kingdom?
Who was Ramses II?


	Why did the Anglo-Saxons invade and how
can we possibly know where they settled?
What does the mystery of the empty grave tell
us about Saxon Britain?
How did people’s lives change when Christianity came to Britain and how can we be sure?
How were the Saxonsable the see off the Viking
threat?
Just how great was King Alfred, really?
Just how effective was Saxon justice?
How dark were the dark Ages, really?
	What image do we have of the Vikings? 
Why have the Vikings gained such a bad reputation?
 How did the Vikings try to take over the country and how close did they get? 
How have recent excavations changed our view of the Vikings?
 What can we learn about Viking settlement from a study of placename endings?
Raiders or settlers: how should we remember the Vikings?

	
	
	Danegeld, Danelaw, Heathen, Hoard, Pagan,Runes 
Saga

	LKS2  Cycle B - Key Questions in each unit

	Autumn 
	Spring How was life in a prehistoric settlement different from life today? 
	Summer How did the Romans keep control of Britain?  

	Why did Britain have to go to war in 1939?
Why was it necessary for children to be evacuated and what was evacuation really like?
How was Britain able to stand firm against the German threat? 
How did people manage to carry on normal life during the war and how do we know? 
Why is it so difficult to be sure what life on the Home Front was really like for children?
	Was Stone Age man simply a hunter and gatherer, concerned only with survival? 
How different was life in the Stone Age when man started to farm?
What can we learn about life in the Stone Age from a study of Skara Brae?
Why is it so difficult to work out why Stonehenge was built?
How much did life really change during the Iron Age and how can we possibly know?
 Can you solve the mystery of the 52 skeletons of Maiden Castle? Source-based history mystery
	Why on earth did the Romans leave sunny Italy to invade this cold island on the edge of the empire? 
Did Claudius invade for the same reasons as Caesar? 
Why did Boudica stand up to the Romans and what image do we have of her today?
How were the Romans able to keep control over such a vast empire?
How did the Roman way of life contrast with the Celtic lifestyle they found when they arrived and Part 2 How do we know? 
How can we solve the mystery of why this great empire came to an end? 
How much of our lives today can possibly be influenced by the Romans who lived here 2,000 years ago?

	
	
	




	
	LKS2 Cycle A - Key knowledge & skills

	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer 

	K
	
	
	The word Viking means raider (and they certainly
did a lot of that! ) but they were also traders and
settlers, especially later in the period
They attacked England from Scandinavia carrying
out raids on monasteries which is why the monks
criticised them so much
 For many years They fought hard against the
Saxons for control of England but were stopped by Alfred. They then settled in the East with some
becoming kings of England at the end of the Saxon period
They were highly skilled shipbuilders, taking them
vast distances across dangerous seas
They did not worship a single god but made
offerings to a large number such as Odin
(Wednesday named after him) Thor ( Thursday )and Freya (Friday)

	Skills
	
	
	




	
	LKS2 Cycle B - Key knowledge & skills

	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer 

	K
	
	
	

	Skills
	
	
	








	UKS2 Cycle A

	Autumn  How have people’s rights changed over time?
	Spring What were the key reasons for the golden age of exploration? 
	Summer How was life in Early Islamic civilisation times different to life  today?

	
	
	Each lesson in this topic is  clearly tied to an important historical skill or concept , whether it be analysis of sources, causation or appreciating cultural diversity. The lessons start with getting pupils to engage with the early Islamic society and to help them to grasp why this important topic is on the KS2 history curriculum. We then look at why the civilization grew so rapidly at the time, explaining how far it spread. Although much of the material is based on Baghdad in the 10th century there is also an important case studies of Cordoba. Naturally, we spend considerable time exploring the richness of the civilization and the legacy but we also leave time to work out how we know about this civilization when so little of Baghdad from this time is still in existence.

	Cycle B

	The first lessons explore who the Maya people were, when and where in the world they lived and the reasons why they were so successful, particularly in the Classic period. The lessons then move on to discovering how we know about the Maya people, their beliefs and the hierarchy system that was in place in society and the important inventions that they made, especially in farming. The unit finishes with a comparison between the Ancient Maya Civilisation and Anglo-Saxon Britain, with a focus on the similarities and differences between the Maya City States and the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms; drawing on the archaeological evidence available to us.
	
	.



	UKS2  Cycle A - Key questions in each unit 

	Autumn  How have people’s rights changed over time?
	Spring What were the key reasons for the golden age of exploration? 
	Summer How was life in Early Islamic civilisation times different to life  today?

	
How were criminals punished 800 years ago, and how do we know?
What does the legend of Robin Hood tell us about medieval justice?
 How did crimes and punishments change between 1500 and 1750?
Why did punishments become so bloody in the 18th century?
Why did so much change happen in the 19th century?
Has the way we catch and punish criminals improved that much in the last 100 years?

	
	
Why do you think it is important to study Islam in this period, c.900?
2 How on earth were the Arabs able to spread so far, so quickly, within just a century of the Prophet Muhammad’s death? 
What can we learn about Islam from the way they set up the capital at Baghdad?
In its Golden Age, ten times more people lived in Baghdad than in London. So what was so special about it and how can we possibly know? 
Just how amazing was daily life for rich people in Islamic cities? 
Which of the early Islamic achievements has most effect on our lives today?

	
	
	AD:  Caliph:. Caliphate: Concurrent:. Conquer: . Empire: Mosque:Scholar. Silk Road:.Trade

	KS 1 Cycle B - Key Questions in each unit

	What similarities and differences  are there between the Mayan Civilization and Enlgand from 8th -10 th centuries?
	What impact did the industrial revolution have on our local area?
 
	How did the Ancient Greeks change the way we think today?

	Where and when did the Maya live? 
What made the Maya civilisation so successful?
How do we know about the Maya?
How were the Maya ruled?
How was Anglo-Saxon England ruled?
What do we know about the Maya City States and the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms?
How do the leaders of the Maya and the Anglo-Saxons compare?
How did the abandonment of the Southern Maya lowlands help the Northern city-states to thrive?
Who was involved in the struggle for power in England from the 8th to the 10th century?
	
	How can we possibly know so much about the Ancient Greeks who lived over 2,500 years ago?
What can we work out about everyday life in Ancient Athens from the pottery evidence that remains?
Why was Athens able to be so strong at this time?
What was so special about life in 5th Century BC Athens that makes us study it? 
What can we tell about the Ancient Greeks from their interest in the theatre and festivals like the Olympics?
In what ways have the Ancient Greeks influenced our lives today?

	
	
	




	
	UKS2 Cycle A - Key knowledge & skills

	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer 

	K
	
	
	Baghdad is in Iraq.
Baghdad was the largest city in the world, with a population of 1 million. It was the centre of culture and learning, one reason why it was named The Golden Age of Islam
 Baghdad was a place of education and trade. It was known as the City of Peace. The Silk Road helped merchants, traders and travellers to travel from East to West.
It was a world centre of learning, peace and trade. It included the ‘House of Wisdom’, which attracted many scholars from all around the world. 
Baghdad led the way in science, literature, mathematics, astrology and medicine. 

	Skills
	
	
	




	
	UKS2 Cycle B - Key knowledge & skills

	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer 

	K
	
	
	

	Skills
	
	
	



	
	
	



image2.jpg




